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Panelists Bios 
 

Yvonne Edmonds is a Director of Data Science at McKesson in Enterprise Analytics.  Yvonne received her 
PhD in physics from Stanford University in 2011.  Her thesis work focused on a search for spectral lines from 
dark matter annihilation using the Fermi Large Area Telescope.  After graduation, Yvonne began her career as 
a systems engineer in the semiconductor industry at KLA-Tencor.  She then participated in the Insights Data 
Science Fellowship Program to jump start a career in data science.  In 2014, Yvonne became a data scientist 
at McKesson, a global healthcare company.  Yvonne leads a team that provides enterprise-wide predictive 
analytics support for projects that span supply chain, business, and healthcare analytics. 
 

Carlos Faham manages a team at LinkedIn that uses machine learning to automatically detect fake accounts 
and Advanced Persistent Threats. Carlos got his PhD from Brown University in 2013, where he spent a few 
years in an underground gold mine building the LUX dark matter experiment and analyzing data. After a 
postdoc at Lawrence Berkeley Lab, Carlos transitioned to industry in 2015 through the Insight Data Science 
program (this New York Times article explains the transition in more detail) and has worked in Anti-abuse AI at 
LinkedIn since then. 
 

Kyle Story is a computer vision engineer at Descartes Labs. During his PhD from the University of Chicago 
and as a KIPAC fellow, Kyle worked on gravitational lensing of the CMB with a focus on lensing reconstruction, 
B-mode lensing, and joint cosmological probes. Kyle joined Descartes Labs in 2017 to focus on climate 
change. At DL, we have built a geospatial analysis platform to produce actionable insights from satellite and 
other geospatial data at a global scale. Kyle develops machine learning algorithms to produce actionable 
insight for stakeholders. As part of the Sustainability team, Kyle’s recent projects include real-time 
deforestation monitoring, global mapping of solar facilities, and fracking monitoring. 
 

Betsy Barton is the Founder & CEO of Infiniscape Incorporated, a young company building a new type of 
social media platform focused on live interactions with Zoom.  Betsy received her PhD in Astronomy from 
Harvard in 1999, working in extragalactic astrophysics.  She studied galaxy interactions in the nearby Universe 
and statistical aspects of galaxy formation at both low and high redshift.  She was an Assistant and an 
Associate Professor (with tenure) at the University of California, Irvine beginning in 2004.  While there, she was 
a member of the Science Advisory Committee for the Thirty Meter Telescope and served for a time as the 
Project Scientist for its Infrared Imaging Spectrograph (IRIS).  In 2011, Betsy moved to Renaissance 
Technologies, a quantitative hedge fund that primarily hires scientists and mathematicians for its research 
groups.  In 2019, Betsy moved to Project Franklin, a small startup company that had been purchased by 
Walmart, became Walmart InHome Delivery, and eventually moved into its New Product Initiatives 
division.  There, she built a data science team and tackled problems related to efficiency with grocery 
reordering.  In April of 2020, she left Walmart to found Infiniscape, which is releasing its first product this 
October. 
 

https://blog.linkedin.com/2019/august/20/an-update-on-how-were-fighting-fake-accounts
http://luxdarkmatter.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/01/education/edlife/stem-jobs-industry-careers.html
https://slideslive.com/38922408/a-global-inventory-of-utilityscale-solar-photovoltaic-power-stations?locale=cs


Maria Elena Monzani is a lead scientist at SLAC, where she coordinates the software and computing effort for 
the LZ Dark Matter Experiment. She received her PhD from University of Milano and University of Paris 7; her 
doctoral research was on the Borexino experiment that measured neutrinos produced by the sun. Maria Elena 
held a postdoctoral position at Columbia University before joining SLAC in 2007 to work on the Fermi Gamma-
ray Space Telescope. She is interested in the application of high-performance computing to particle physics, 
and has been involved in a variety of machine learning projects since the late 90s. Maria Elena enjoys 
discussing physics with non-experts: she has taught two astronomy classes for non-science majors at Stanford 
and is very active in outreach activities. 
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