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Chihway Chang is an Assistant Professor at the University of Chicago.  She was a 
graduate student at KIPAC and received her PhD in 2013.   After a postdoc at ETH 
Zurich, she moved to Chicago as a KICP fellow in 2016 and joined the faculty in 
2018.    She works primarily on cosmology with weak-lensing.   You can find more 
information about her and her work on her website. 
 
 
Vanessa Bailey is a Staff Scientist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL).  She 
received her PhD from the University of Arizona in 2015. After her Ph.D. she came to 
work at KIPAC as a postdoc until 2017, at which point she moved to JPL.   Her research 
is on exoplanet detection and characterization, with a focus on high-contrast 
instrumentation and survey operations.   You can find more information about her and 
her work on the JPL website. 
 
 
Jodi Cooley is a Professor at SMU.  She received her Ph.D. in 2003 at the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison working on the AMANDA-II detector (the predecessor to the 
IceCube neutrino observatory).  After a postdoc at MIT, she came to KIPAC from 2004 
to 2009 where she switched from studying neutrinos to working on dark matter direct 
detection.  In 2009 she joined the faculty at SMU.    You can find more information 
about her and her work on her website.  
 
 
Steve Allen is a Professor at Stanford and SLAC. He received his Ph.D. in 1995 from 
the University of Cambridge. After a series of postdoc and research positions there, he 
joined the KIPAC faculty in 2005.  He studies the properties of galaxies and galaxy 
clusters and uses these systems as cosmological probes.  His group is particularly 
focused on analysis of X-ray data as well as instrumentation development.  You can find 
more information about him and his work on his website. 
 
 
Eric Charles (moderator) is a Staff Scientist at SLAC.   He received his Ph.D. in 2002 
at the University of Wisconsin – Madison in High-Energy Particle Physics.  After a 
postdoc at LBNL, he came to SLAC in 2005 to work on the Fermi Gamma Ray Space 
Telescope.   Currently he is primarily working on the Vera Rubin Observatory Legacy 
Survey of Space and Time (VRO/LSST).  


